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RE: Mexican grav walf scoping comments. 2007 page 3

v’ White Sands Missile Range eliminated as “reintreduction® zone, but remaius potential
dispersal habitat

White Sands Missile Range may not contain appropriate habitat for reintroduction or provide

prime Mecxican gray wolf habitat. However, when tecovery boundaries are eliminated White

Sands Missile Range could provide a “stepping-stone™ dispersal routc for wolves moving to

other suitable habitat.

v’ Maintain limited praovisions for private individuals to “harass” wolves

Currently there are provisions for private individuals to “harass™ wolves engaged in puisance
behavior or livestock depredation. Based on the USFSW request for exploration of all possible
alternatives and remedies to deter problem wolves, we support non-lethal and non-injurious
harassment of Mexican wolves engaged in nuisance behavior or attacking livestock or pets, but
do not support any permission to kill wolves that are not poqmg an immediate physical threat to
an individual or livestock at this time. .

v’ Definition of “breeding pair”

Definition of “breeding pair™ should remain the samc as written in the 1998 final rule: an adult
male and an adult female wolf that have produced at least two pups during the previous breeding
season that survived until Decembcr 31 of the their birth year.

iy
I3

v’ More releascs of Mexican wolves from the captive breeding program

Currently there are approximately 300 Mexican:wolves in 48 breeding facilities in the United
States and Mexico, with approximately only 59'wolves in the wild. The recovery program is
operating on the premise that tlie captive populdtion can serve as a safeguard to prevent
cxtinction of the subspecies and thereforc could be tapped to bolster a failing wild population.
Recently published research (Frankham 2007) on the genetic fitness of eaptive populations
points to a possible reversal of that supposition because the genetic value of the captive
population decreases as more generations arc bred in captivity. Captive breeding populations
adapt geneticaily to the captive environment and these adaptations may be dctrimental when
populations are returned to wild environments. To ameliorate this dilemma and to bolster the
program in general, the releasc of more wolves,into the wild is essential, along with protections
that altow the wild population to thrive and expand naturally.

v Change the existing protected classification from “experimental, non-essential® to
“experimental, essential” .
The nonessential experimental.designation significantly reduces the ESA’s regulatory
requircments, and is presumably used to provide management flexibility in recovery areas that .
are jutersected by human inhabitation. Such regulations are instituted to satisfy political
constraints rather than fulfill the biological requirements of the endangered species and are
responsible for the frequent recaptures and re-releases of Mexican wolves which may interfere
with pack formation and the establishment and maintenance of home ranges. Mexican gray
wolves are not recovering under the existing clasmﬁcanon
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v Revisc the Rccovery Plan

The Recovery Plan has not been amended for 25 years and does not include objectives for full
recovery of Mexican gray wolves. So that rule changes do not precludc future recovery actions,
the recovery plan should be revised before or concurrent with the rile change.

v Keep future recovery options open
The rule change should not include provisions that limit future options for recovery of Mexican
gray wolves outside the current boundaries of the BRWRA.

In closing we would like to reiterate our strong support of recovery of the critically endangered

Mexican gray wolf and we urge the USFWS to fulfill its mandate under the Endangered Species
Act and adopt changes to the 10(j) rule that produces a protected Mexican gray wolf population
that 1s not restricted by unnatural boundaries.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Przybyl } i
Wildlife Linkages Program Coordinator
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vee 3 1 2007
USFWS-NMESFO 5051 N. Sabino Canyon Rd, #1197

Tucson, Arizona 85730
December 31, 2007

Mr. Brian Millsap, State Administrator

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna N.E.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113

Re: Comments to the Federal Register Vol. 72, No. 131, pp. 44065-44069, August 7,
2007: Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement regarding the recovery of the
Mexican Gray Wolf in Arizona and New Mexico

Dear Mr. Millsap:

I am providing my comments with respect to the Mexican Gray Wolf recovery project
and the proposed amendment (o the above-mentioned rulemaking as published on August
7,2007. ' '

Issﬁegal _'

Because the Mexican Gray Wolf has shown that it can successfully establish itself
outside the primary and secondary recovery zones, 1 support allowing the wolves to
establish themselves anywhere within the Mexican Wolf Experimental Population Area.

Issue (b)

To remove some of the constraints on genetic diversity and for a more successful
recovery of the Mexican Gray Wolf, I strongly support the opening of the secondary
recovery area for initial releases of the wolves.

Issue (¢)

Consider removing the White Sands Missile Range as part of the recovery arca because it
has limited value to the Mexican Gray Wolf project.

Issues (d)and ()

Please do not change the current harassment rules. The Mexican Gray Wolf is a
“proposed endangered” species under the Endangered Species Act, and the current
prohibitions against take and harm should not be looscned. Increased harassment against
the wolf would potentially increase danger to the wolf and reduce its numbers. Thus, at
this point in time. the current harassment policy should not change.




I would urge broader educational programs to all segments of the population in order to
increase the understanding of the behavior of the Mexican Gray Wolf and its place in the
overall habitat. Unless the general public acquires better knowledge that will dispel
myths and fear of the wolf, this recovery project cannot be successful.

In conclusion, I would ask that appropriatc management actions be taken to ensure the
success of the Mexican Gray Wolf recovery project, which falls under the auspices of the
Endangered Species Act — still solidly supported by the American public. Thank you.
Sincerel

M M

Rosalic Bennett
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January 2, 2008

Brian Milsap

State Administrator, US Fish & Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office

2105 Osuna, NE

Albuguerque NM 87113 Fax: (505) 346-2542

Re: Notice of Scoping Meetings & Intent To Prepare Environmental Impact Statement & Socio-
Economic Assessment for the Proposed Amendment of the Rule Establishing a Nonessential
Experimental Population of the Arizona & New Mexico Population of the Gray Wolf (**Mexican
Gray Woif")

Dear Mr. Milsap:

Thank your for the opportunity to offer acoping comments and issues on the above captioned rule.

The following issues should be included in the scope of analysis:

1. Recognize and mitigate Impacts to communitles and Indlviduals affected by Introduced wolves.

2. Disclose the full social, cultural and economic impacts on rural residents and local governments
to include the loss of tax revenus and increased government operation costs due to presence of
introduced wolves. (All the people howling for introduction of these animals are urban people and are
unaffected on a daily basis.)

3. Full investigation into the cost to livestock operations, in time and availability of anyone to remove
livestock carcasses.

4 Discontinue the practice of translocating problem wolves. This just shifts the problem from one
community to another.

5. Prompt control, lethal and non-lethal, of problem wolves.

8. Improve monitoring of wolves to insure that residents of the release areas are informed when
wolvas are in close proximity and to facilitate doeumentation of predation on livestock, people and
pets.

7. Amand the 10(J) rule to include the authority to harass Mexican wolvas for purposes of scaring
them away from people, buildings, facilities, pets and livastock. Specific language ia needed to state
a person may kill or injure a wolf if threatened by a wolf or in defense of another who is threatened,
and may, kill a wolf that is not responding to harassment and is consistently in populated areas
frequented by people and demonstrates desensitization to human encounters.

8. Arnend the 10(J) rule to allow harassing or humanaely dispatching of walves by faderal, Tribal or
state agencies when wolves exhibit fearless behavior or become habituated to humans and pose a
demonstrable threat to human safety. This provision should include providing a federal take permit for
local county law enforcement personnel to allow them to lethally take a wolf for immediate protection
of human safety. :

9. Amend the 10(J) rule to allow serious and affactive methods that will immediately stop wolf
attacks on dogs and stop wolves from coming into private property and areas where people live. This
should include public education practices that teach paople how to deal with habituated wolves and
give them the tools to do it. Also necessary is the need to issue take permits to those who are
suffering these types of territorial challenges by Mexican wolves at their homes.

10. The 10(J) rule should document that paople resida in current and patantial walf habitat. Tha
general public has been given the mistaken impression that people do not reside in the wolf release
and recovery areas.

11. Maintain the livestock production in the release and recovery area.



fir vauudly Ug, £UUC 9,93 AN ANVIE KANCH D2U-B42-1065 0.02

12. Change the current methodology for determining a depredation to the more reasonable
Minnesota version which allows missing calves to be confirmed as walf kills under certain

circumstances,
13. Analyze the alternative of discontinuing the program, including the costs and benefits of the

program thus far.
There are many more concerns but addressing these are will be a good place to start. This would
convey to the rural communities that Fish and Wildlife recognizes their concerns and are willing to

address some of them.
Sincerely.
Patricia King '

HCR 1 Box 97E
Tucson, Az 85736
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Mr. Millsap,

I am writing to voice my support for the Mexican Gray Wolf. I hope that in the
future, science will take precedence over politics in the management decisions
concerning the wolf. [ support relaxing the strict boundaries imposed on the recovery
areas, and I also support giving the wolf full protection under the Endangered Species
Act. The “experimental nonessential” designation makes no sense when there are only
60 individual wolves in the wild.

Sincerely,

%Mﬂ-—//w&?

Jesse Wood
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