


































































































a@flﬁfk/\wybw vt matis Hle Uﬂlxc/} Lo~ld

v . et o A ot sAlds w-

MMW‘/OWWM%W'?
Sﬁ%)m,wﬁwwuf)&wéé’w

W&M,Bdgﬁgﬁum La7¢4ﬂu77‘0

ﬁm—zsx&dwx%ﬂ mW7ﬂ°M
> MWW/MW&WMW¢§/MJ@
Qfaw anthinhodle . ["//‘7 Aototh ngWﬁ

Poonia AZ 9382



4618 EAST ARGCADIA e PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85018

Dec. 3, 2007

Brian Millsap, State Administrator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113

Dear Brian Millsap:

On behalf of the 2300 members of the Maricopa Audubon Society here in ceniral Arizona, we
wish to comment on the scoping phase of the rulemaking regarding the Mexican Gray Wolf
Recovery Program.

Our members consider keystone predators such as the Mexican Gray Wolf most important in the
ecology of the Southwest. Our members have participated in field trips in Greenlee County and
the Apache Sitgreaves and Gila National Forest over the past many years and decades. The P-J,
ponderosa, mixed conifer and boreal life zones of the forests of those regions have precious and
unique wildlife that deserve protection along with that keystone predator, the Mexican Gray
Wolf. Hannigan Meadows, Escudilla Peak etc. have been among the destination points for our
nature study trips in the area as well as the many other forested areas in the A/S and Gila
National Forests.

A great nation should be able to protect endangered species within its borders. Wolves are a vital
lynchpin species which determine the health and diversity of the plants and animals in this
landscape.

Wolves protect riparian habitats by preventing the removal of streamside vegetation cattails,
willows etc. by herbivores. Uplands are protected from overgrazing and abuse by grazing and
browsing wildlife species. The health of both riparian and non riparian landscapes and their
animals and plants depend upon keystone predators like wolves.



Without predators deer and elk over-browsing could erode upland topsoil, create guilies, and
cause deep eroded canyons and, as just mentioned, destroy vital riparian habitats. Wild predators
are the keystone of a balanced ecosystem.

Likewise, wolves balance and control coyote populations.

Tragically little remains today of the wild species in the Southwest whether it was wolves,
jaguars, or grizzlies.

Regarding specific comments on the upcoming rulemaking of the wolf introduction program:

Include a “Conservation Alternative” that will change the classification from
“experimental, non-essential” to “experimental, essenfial” or “endangered” to give wolves
more protection. They are not being recovered under the existing classification.

The Blue Range population of Mexican gray wolves is essential to long-term recovery of
this endangered subspecies; captive populations will not safeguard Mexican wolves from
extinction in the long-term. An “essential” or an “endangered” designation will give these
wolves the stronger protections they need to succeed in the wild. Congress provided for
“experimental, essential” as a classification, yet it has never been used by the Fish and
Wildlife Service. If ever a case can be made for the first ever designated “essential”
experimental population, this is it.

Eliminate all restrictions to wolf dispersal and movements.

Under the curreat rules, Mexican wolves must stay within the boundaries of the Blue Range
Wolf Recovery Area (BRWRA), which comprises the Gila National Forest in New Mexico
and the bordering Apache National Forests 1n Afizona. But wolves have large area
requitements and can’t read maps. They need access to good habitat throughout their
historic range and often cross the invisible political lines in search of new homes and prey.
Under the existing rule, wolves that leave the BRWRA boundary are captured and relocated
back into the Blue Range, which disrupts packs, thwarts expansion and dispersal of the
population, and sometimes causes sedous injuries to individual wolves. In the revised rule,
there should be no exclusion of geographic areas from potential occupation by wolves.

Expand the area for initial releases to anywhere within the Blue Range Wolf Recovery

Area.

Under the current rules, releases of wolves from the captive population are only allowed
in Arizona, a provision that severely limits the agencies” options for meeting the
BRWRA objective of a viable, self-sustaining population of at least 100 Mexican wolves.
For example, the portion of the population residing in New Mexico could benefit from
genetic augmentation by releasing wolves currently in captivity. A rule change that
allows new releases throughout the BRWRA would give agency managers much needed
management tools for assuring the viability and self-sustainability of the BRWRA
population of Mexican gray wolves.

Resolve livestock-wolf conflicts in ways that keep wolves in the wild and achieve progress
towards reintroduction objectives.



Under the current rules, ranchers using public lands are not required to remove or render
inedible the carcasses of livestock that die for various reasons like disease and starvation.
Wolves are attracted to and often scavenge on these carcasses, and may begin to prey on
live cattle or horses nearby. Wolves that kill three head of livestock in a year are either
killed or placed in captivity for the rest of their lives. A revised rule must require owners
of livestock using the public land to clean up dead stock before wolves find and scavenge
on them.

Stop Kkilling and removing wolves: reduce “take.”
The current rule allows excessive wolf removal (defined as “take” in the ESA) that is
precluding achievement of the reintroduction objective of 100+ wolves in the BRWRA
population. A revised rule must allow less “take” of wolves.

Revise the Recovery Plan.
The Recovery Plan is out of date; it has not been amended for 25 years and does not
include objectives for full recovery of Mexican gray wolves. The Fish and Wildlife
Service is attempting to change the rule before recovery has even been defined for
Mexican gray wolves. The FWS needs to revise the recovery plan before or concurrent
with this rule change so that rule changes do not preclude future recovery actions.

Place no cap on the number of wolves in the wild population.
A viable, self-sustaining population of at least 100 wolves is a minimum objective for the
BRWRA population of wolves. Recovery has yet to be defined through revision of the
recovery plan. No maximum should be set for the number of wolves in the wild through
this rule change.

Include nothing in the amended rule that would preclude future recovery options.
This rule change should not include any provisions that would limit in any way future
options for recovery of Mexican gray wolves anywhere outside the current boundaries of
the BRWRA.

Please keep us posted on all actions, documents, hearings and opportunities for public input in
this matter. Thank you for this opportunity to respond.

Sincerely,

(Jlud€. T ypmene

Robert A. Witzeman, M.D., Conservation Chair, Maricopa Audubon Society
witzeman@cox.net
602 840-0052, fax 602 840-3001







John Slown

US Fish & Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113
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John Slown

US Fish & Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, NM §7113
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Attn: Mexican Gray Wolf NEPA Scoping

John Slown

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuguerque, NM 87113
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