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Attn: Mexican Gray Wolf NEPA Scoping

John Slown

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113
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Malcolm R. MacPherson, Ph.D.

Brian Millsap, Ph.D., State Administrator 27 November, 2007
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office

2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 97113

Dear Dr. Millsap: Ref: Changes needed in the Mexican gray wolf restoration plan.

Background: I am a retired scientist. As an avocation, I’ve studied wolves and their ecosystems both in the
wild and in the literature for many years. It is clear to me that wolves play an indispensable role in our native
ecosystems. 1 believe the wolf is the most misunderstood animal in nature.

The subspecies, Mexican gray wolf,, is listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. The United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) introduced this wolf as experimental, non-essential into the Blue
Range Wolf Recovery Area (BRWRA) in 1998 (however, in view of small numbers and a restricted gene pool,
there was nothing non-essential about these animals). There were two key growth objectives: at least 100
Mexican gray wolves in the wild and af Jeast 18 breeding pairs by the end of 2006. At the beginning of 2007
the population stood at less than 60 % of its objective and the number of breeding pairs reached only one third
of its objective. Also, to date in 2007 21 Mexican wolves are missing, killed, or removed from the wild by the
Service. This week, the Service slated the Aspen Pack to be removed. Clearly, we will have much lower
numbers by the end of 2007.

We must allow the Mexican gray wolf population in southwestern New Mexico and southeastern Arizona to
reach a level where it can become ecologically effective in an evolutionary sense and have sufficient numbers to
persist in perpetuity. Further, there needs to be a healthy population across the border in Mexico. The current
number of Mexican gray wolves in the recovery area is far, far too low to be ecologically effective.

The Service is not accomplishing its mandate under the ESA to recover this species. Tt has an obligation to

ensure its long-term sustainability. Immediate changes are needed to get the recovery program for the Mexican
gray wolf back on track.

The Service is currently soliciting scoping comments for possible modifications of the reintroduction program
through a series of meetings in Arizona and New Mexico. It has prepared a PowerPoint presentation listing six
policy areas where it would like input on current rules. I believe that Service must address a new recovery plan
simultaneously with looking at rule modification.

A new recovery plan:

Reconvene the recovery plan working groups immediately. The Service is working from a recovery plan
completed in 1982. That plan is clearly out of date. Both the public and the Service have learned a lot in the

34 Coyote Mountain Road Phone: 505-989-9502
Santa Fe, NM 87505 nrlmrm@cnsp.com



Malcolm R. MacPherson, Ph.D.

past 26 years through many programs, including the very successful gray wolf reintroduction in the northern
Rockies! A new recovery plan for the Mexican gray wolf should be tailored after the successful resulis of that
plan. This activity should be restarted immediately and any proposed new rules rolled into it, rather than the
other way around.

New rule ehanges. There are a number of “current rules” that inhibit Mexican gray wolf recovery to an
ecologically effective population. I believe the following changes must be made:

+  Wolves must be allowed to find suitable habitat anywhere they can. Under the existing rules, wolves that
leave the BRWRA are captured and relocated back into the recovery area. Restrictions on wolf dispersal
must be eliminated.

« Wolfreleases from the captive population should be made at any suitable area within the BRWRA.
Releases are now only allowed in a part of the BRWRA located in Arizona (about 25 % of the total). Since
wolves are very territorial, the current rule severely limits agency release options.

o The Service must stop authorizing the removal of wolves from the wild until the recovery objectives are
met. The no-growth population figures over the last several years are a direct result of excess agency
removal from, or killing of wolves in the wild. Livestock owners using the public land must clean up dead
stock before wolves find and scavenge on them. ] believe native wildlife must take management precedence
on public lands. That is clearly not the case now.

« Allow the wild population to grow to carrying capacity on the land. Wolves, being extremely territorial,
will roughly limit their own population by the available food supply. We can see this happening in
. Yellowstone National Park over the last few years. 100 wolves and 18 breeding pairs is simply a minimum
short-term objective. No maximunm is required.

» Reclassify the Mexican gray wolf as endangered everywhere. The experimental, non-essential classification
for the reintroduced population was a fundamental mistake from the beginning. Gray wolves reintroduced

in the northern Rockies were also so classified. However, should that recovery plan have failed, there were
many remaining sources of gray wolves in Canada and Alaska. On the other hand, should the Mexican gray
wolf plan fail, we have remaining only the captive breeding population with a very limited gene pool. An
endangered classification for this subspecies everywhere is entirely appropriate.

Thank you for considering my thoughts on recovery of the Mexican gray wolf in the sonthwest.

Sincerely,

Bob MacPhérson

34 Coyote Mountain Road Phone: 505-989-9502
Santa Fe, NM 87505 nrlmrm@cnsp.com
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