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Verne

From: “Verne" <riverne@newmexico.com> R E C E , VE D

To: "Willa R, Huser’ <WRHuser@newmexico.com>
Sent: Monday, December 31, 2007 11:38 AM DEC % 1 2007
Subject:  woff L3

USFWS-NMESFO

John Slown--I want Mexican wolves returned to New Mexico. They are an integral part of the
state’s ecosystem; they belang here and deserve to be protected from radical ranchers. I vote for a
fult reinstatement of the Mexican wolf in New Mexico and prosecution of anyone who violates
regulations designed to protect the wolves.

1 own property in Jackson Hole, WY, where 1 lived for many years. During my sojourn in Jackson
Hole, I got to know Adolph Murie, author of Wolves of Mt. McKinley,; Frank Craighead, who studied
the grizzly bear for many years in the Yellowstone National Park back country; and John Turner,
former Director of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

1 spent many hours with these three eminent wildlife biologists, talking about wolif recovery. All
three of them favored the return of wolves to the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Their in-depth
studies and informed opinions have convinced me that the Mexican wolf belongs in New Mexico.

Wolves from the Yellowstone wolf recovery program have expanded their range into Jackson Hole,
where they are vital to the ecological balance of the area, keeping bison, elk, and deer populations
from overgrazing their range. No one in Jackson Hole, WY, where my two young grand daughters
(8-1/2 and 10 years old) live, buys into the scare tactics of Catron County ranchers.

If New Mexico ranchers in wolf-recovery areas, often overgrazed by domestic livastock,

are concermned about losing livestack to wolf predation, perhaps their cattle and sheep should

be removed from public lands. Those lands belong to all of us, not to the anti-government holders
of grazing permits.

Verne Huser, 7106 Coors Tr. NW, Albuguerque, NM 87120 /7/ W
riverne@newmexico.com ~ Y AFLL

12/31/2007
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Willa

From: "Willa Huser” <wrhuser@newmexico.com>
To: <john_slown@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 31, 2007 11:32 AM

Subject:  Attn:Mexican Grey Wolf NEPA Scoping
Dear Mr. Slown:

I have just read the article on Page 20 of the Winter 2007 issue of New Mexico Wild newsletter. It
is not clear to me whether the 1998 guidelines established in accordance with the Endangered
Species Act were presented and agreed upon as permanent or just a first step in the wolf recovery
program. Because at that time it would not have been possible to guess how the reintroduction
program would fare through the years, it would have bgen mistgading to have the parties involved
in the plan agree with the understanding that the decision was indeed permanent, while now
attempting to restructure the agreement. I do hope that all involved were aware of the need for

later restructuring, as would only be fair.

That said, I want to strongly urge the continuation of the wolf reintroduction program, for all of the
very valid reasons in the "Fighting for Sanity” article by Wes Leonard, which have aiso

been presented by everyone eise who supports this absolutely vital decision on behalf of our
wilderness and its beautiful original inhabitants, the Mexican grey wolves of this state. While I
quickly moved past my amusement about the idea of building wolf-proof bus stops for children
(who in fact are in no danger from wolves but are often at grave risk in their own homes), I am not
past feeling outrage that vigilante-mentality individuals feel free to take it upon themselves to
illegally ruin this program for reasons of greed and avaricious self-interest.

Despite the dreamlike attitude of those such as Congressman Pierce, there is actuaily no such thing
in our ever-more-connected-and-crowded planet as "far too much public land" to hand over to
private interests. The privilege of "grazing rights" is outdated to an absurd degree. Ranchers
should never have been able to obtain such privilege and influence at public expense, and it is
more than high time to address this as the reai, underlying issue. Until then, every legal action to
protect and enlarge the range of the Mexican grey wolf must be undertaken with great
determination and energy, not only because most New Mexico citizens support the idea, but more
importantly, because It Is the right thing to do for the wolves, for our state, and for our world.

One fast thought: I am sure that much thought was put into the use of the word "final" regarding
the new proposed approach to the wolf recovery program. I can think of some good reasons to
use the word, but might it not also make more difficult any future adjustments needed as the

program continues to develop?

Sincerely, Willa Huser, Ph. D (family therapist), 7106 Coors Trail N.W., Albuquergue, NM 87120-
2779
wrhuser@newmexico.co

o L %M

12/31/2007
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USFWS-NMESFO
I attended the scoping meeting in Albuquerque, Nov 30, 2007. 1 want to thank you for
the format of the meeting. I felt it was run professionally, with a great opportunity for
information gathering from many different angles. By giving the attendees a format with
which to provide input individually, I believe you will see ownership of the solution
within a greater population. I feel this is an ideal method with which to revise the
controversial 10(j) law.

Mr. Sloan:

It is obvious to all that there is a greatly polarized, adversarial relationship surrounding
the wolf recovery project. What I would suggest below are possible ways to decrease the
antipathy and show support for some of the concerns of the public. Please excuse my
lack of knowledge of terms.

Simplify the Law: I gathered at the meeting that there is a formidable layering of
regulations within the law which hobbles quick and clean efforts to manage. This effects
response time and ability to work with ranchers having a problem. So, I would suggest
thinning the bureaucracy and allowing problems to be dealt with simply, according to a
pre-set formula, by employees of different agencies. Yes, they would have to file reports,
but they wouldn’t have to jump through hoops to respond to and take care of a situation.

Protection/Aversion: I believe the public should be better educated about wolf
behavior, which would include information on how to cause and maintain fear of humans
and how to protect oneself. The public needs to be able to use stronger methods to
defend themselves. One should be able to hit a wolf with a rock or object, or carry some
sort of nonlethal weapon- sling-shot, pellet gun, etc. This would give residents a sense of
support and legalize what they might already be doing. I would suggest that the public
should be encouraged to carry a pepper spray, this in itself may cause a sense of safety.

Restructuring Incremental Goals: 1 also picked up from the meeting that goals at this
time are not clear and are cumbersome to work toward. I feel that a program with
increments, and clear goals at each level should be formulated. Each incremental level
would work toward moving into the next level once that goal is met. If all parties knew
exactly what was expected of them at every step of the process, knowing how each stage
would move along toward each definable goal, pcople could be able to deal with what is
expected of them. If an increment isn’t met, or isn’t working, the project would revert to
an earlier level, and a preset system would kick in to get the project back on track.

Support for Ranchers: Hopefully, with a new federal administration, more money will
be freed up for environmental issues. In that case, I'd like to see an ability to study how
much a rancher within the study area might lose to wolf predation, and a method to pay
them that 10-15% off the top, so they may feel supported and could be encouraged to use
it to help the recovery project and also protect their livelithood.

I learned at this meeting that part of the frustration of the ranchers is having to attend
meetings, saying the same things and being told the same things. No wonder they would



want to sell their land to ranchette developers, which is the very thing the project doesn’t
need. If every step of the process was defined, and everyone knew the goal, I think you’d
find the simplification would help the public buy in.

Widen the Recovery Area: As far as the Mexican Wolf reintroduction, [ am so sorry
that we are dealing with such a small area. The problems are almost pre-given due to the
limits. I read a few months ago about an idea to open wolf recovery to its original range
over Arizona and New Mexico.

[ initially thought that would be impossible, but afier this meeting, I’m thinking it would
be a good thing to aim for. If packs were introduced to BLM and other public lands,
small groups could have their individual territories and become sustainable over a wide
area. Yes, there would be interface and losses-- both to the wolves and the ranchers.
And yes, packs would be split and would have to reform, but that is not an uanatural
activity anyway.

[ understand there is widespread distribution of wolves in the Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Michigan area. There are complaints in that area as there are here, but it seems that there
would be an understanding of their existence in some ways, as the population has been
there for some time.

Redefinition of Terms/Goals: Considering some other situations, I see problems in
definitions. I don’t know if the 10(j) law applies to other species, but there is obviously a
problem with the present grizzly situation. Residents believe it is time for grizzly
hunting, but they are told it isn’t clear whether the population is sustainable as yet. If the
population has and is still increasing, perhaps this could be considered as acceptable
sustainability. Also, there is concern about the wolves in the W1, MIN, Ml area becoming
hybridized. I would believe that this needs to be considered. If the population becomes
settled, can the good work of many biologists working toward genetic purity be turned
away from, as the wolves may choose to mate other close breeds.

I would just like to say that I support the wolf recovery efforts. I believe we should try to
rectify what damage we humans have done to this world. There will probably never be a
fully peaceful coexistence regarding the wolf in that we are working with predators and
the ancient and ongoing myths that surround them. But, though many parties would like
to deny it, we are working toward a natural state, and the human culture is now part of it.

Thank you for your consideration,

Betty Gendron

12120 Apache NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
Dec 31, 2007
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Brian Millsap PO foorw F258

State Administrator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services Field Office

21050suna NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113

Fax (505) 346-2542
Email; R2FWE_AL@fws.gov

RE: Notice of Scoping Meetings and intent to prepare an Environmentai impact Statement
(EIS) and Socio-Economic Assessment for the Proposed Amendment of the Rule
Establishing a Nonessential Experimental Population of the Arizona and New Mexico
Population of Gray Wolf (“Mexican Gray Wolf"').

Dear Mr. Millsap:

| would like to comment on the above referenced scoping process. As a resident of New Mexico, |
am writing to express the following concerns | have with these proposed amendments.

The issue of human safety must be addressed. Wolves that stay around homes and
communities threatening children, harming pets and killing livestock should not be allowed to
remain in the program and must be dealt with immediately.

The continued feeding of wolves by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Game and Fish
personnel should not be allowed to persist. Although it may alleviate a short term problem, it
in tum only creates a jonger term problem with habituation.

The current method of determining depredatian does not adequately capture the true amount
of harm and cost being done.

Depredation on domestic pets on private, public or Tribal lands needs fo be adequately
addressed and effective remedies need to be available to protect private individuals.

A compensation and interdiction program managed by livestock producers themselves needs
to be created to address the real cost of the losses private individuals are experiencing.

Boundaries should not be expanded until this program can show some type of success nor
should it be considered at this time.

Carcass removal by livestock operations is not a realistic option, nor can its affects be proven
at this time.

The removal of problem wolves through lethal means needs fo remain an option.

Diseases carried by wolves that are harmful to humans and domestic livestock needs to be
addressed.

Research needs to be done on wolves by land grant universities that are unbiased and have
the resources to do so.

Thank you in advance for your attention. We look forward to an EIS that addresses the real
concems, true costs and negative impacts to those rural communities that are within the program
boundaries.

Sincerely,

s Py For—



/

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Southwest Regional Office

500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Dear People:

[ am writing to add my opinions to those of many New Mexicans who want to see the Mexican
wolf return to the Gila Wilderness.

Please take into account the suggestions of such groups as the American Society of
Mammalogists, the Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife, and the Rewilding
Institute.

To comply with the Endangered Species Act and aid recovery of the Blue Range population, I
urge you to discontinue wolf eradication under SOP 13. [ also believe that livestock owners
should remove or render inedible livestock carcasses.

This past summer I had the privilege of seeing two of the Yellowstone wolves running free in the
Lamar Valley in Wyoming. Working together, we can bring our wolves back to the Gila, with ail
the accompanying benefits to the ecosystem.

Thank you for supporting the Mexican wolf recovery.

Sincerely, - Zd,
- 'é; ")
Cathy Haight
1045 Red Oaks Loop NE

Albuquerque, NM 87122
(505)856-1805

RECEIVED
OEC v 3 9gn7
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